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Editor’s Report
Hello Ponti-ackers!
Our meeting last month included a slide show of Sue 
and I’s Midnight at the Oasis car show in Yuma the 
first week of March. There were approximately 925 
cars for the show. 
See ya at the meeting! 
 Dave 

Happy Birthday.   
 Keith Berry June 9

Laura McLin June 11

Bob Maslana June 14

Randy Rogers June 14

Sheldon Shafer June 17

Karen Lynch June 19

Bernadette Blatt June 25

Paulette Francen June 27

Anniversary.
 

Shano & Marilou Sancibrian 
June 9

David & Susan Green June 18

John & Becky Dodt June 21

Al & Donna Coloman June 27

If you want your special day listed here
contact me! alpdavegre@msn.com                                                                              
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CLUB Outings and
other events

 

OFFICIAL CLUB EVENTS:
June 11th  Wide Track Wake Up

Cars, Coffee, & Parts Swap 
For Pontiac & GMC Trucks

Free event, 2 hours only from 8am-10am
At Don’s Hot Rod Shop
2811 N Stone @ Glenn

More info at our next meeting

JULY 12-16, 2022: POCI 50th Annual
Convention, Tulsa, OK. See details in Smoke

Signals magazine.

Other Events
 

Pontiac Drag Racing Series-

Outlaw Pontiac Racers West Drag 
Series
Remaining 2022 schedule has been confirmed:
June 18... Barona, CA
July 16... Barona, CA
August 14... Irwindale ,CA
October 15... Tucson, AZ
November 19... Tucson, AZ
Learn more at;
www.OutlawPontiacRacers.com 
or call Rick Unterseh at (480) 570-5583.

More info found at cruisinarizona.com and
desertcruisers.com

Note new day and times
Little Anthony’s Car Show

Night Shows 7pm - 9pm  June 4, 25, July 9,
23, Aug 6, 20, Sept 3, 17, Oct 1, 29.

  

Please check on the availability of these
shows.

     Freddie’s Cruise-in, first three Firday
nights 6-8pm. Last Saturday of the month is a

car show 4-9pm 11143 N  Oracle Rd.

Crown Concepts Cars & Coffee @ Top Golf
Costco Drive near Orange Grove and

Thornydale. Every first Saturday of the
month.

Cars & Coffee Car Show: Lowe’s Center, Ina
& Thornydale, Second Saturday of every

Month  7am-9:30am.   
 

 All events listed are in Tucson except noted.
Let me know if there are more shows close to

Tucson

2022 

July
8th  Collector Car Appreciation Day

October
15th  Tucson Classic’s Car Show

November
12th  TSRA Swap Tucson Speedway
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FROM THE PRESIDENT THOM SHERWOOD

ABOVE: The Arizona Chapter’s first-
ever president, Bill Schoening. BELOW:
Bill’s sole remaining Pontiac is the one-
of-a-kind ‘63 X-400 convertible showcar.

Welcoming Back a Special Member!

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...

I can only try to describe the pleasure it was for me
to welcome back our chapter’s co-founder and

very first president at last month’s meeting!

At our May 11th meeting at Maria
Bonita’s, those in attendance had the
honor of meeting and/or welcoming
back Bill Schoening for the first time in
many years. Bill, of course, was our
club’s very first president when our
chapter first received its charter from
POCI back in 1981.

I had first met Bill in 1980 when, to-
gether, we were amongst a small hand-
ful of Pontiac owners who frequented
the monthly meetings of the now-de-
funct Retractable-Convertible Club of
Tucson (RCCT) — a group which shared
a common interest in the “preservation
and enjoyment of retractable and con-
vertible autos.” (Incidentally, that is
where I also first met fellow POCI-er
Dwight Gibbs. My, how time flies!

Throughout the years, Bill has re-
mained an amazing inspiration to many
folks as a self-taught automobile restorer.
His talents have breathed new life into
many classic Pontiacs and Buicks plus
an occasional Oldsmobile or two.

To coincide with his attendance at our
May meeting came his very wonderful
last-minute invitation for our members
to attend an “open garage” event at his
central Tucson home, as he will soon
begin the process of divesting many of
the cars (mostly Buicks) from his im-
pressive collection.

His sole remaining Pontiac (which
fortunately he intends to keep a bit
longer) is pictured below. The 1963 Pon-
tiac X-400 has a rather remarkable his-



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

CONTINUES NEXT PAGE...

tory, being an original factory-built
showcar commissioned by GM’s Vice
President of Styling, William Mitchell.

When Bill first acquired this car in
the early 1980s, its horribly rusted body
had just narrowly escaped the crusher.
His consequent salvation of it over the
past decades speaks volumes of his res-
toration talents and perseverance. To
learn the full story, spend some time
reading about it on his dedicated web-
site, www.1963PontiacX400.com

That talent was also recognized
when the X-400 was recently nominated
for the Antique Auto Club of America’s
“Zenith” Award (right), an honor that
affirms the best of the absolute best of
previously judged AACA show entries
on the national level.

Our group was afforded the oppor-
tunity to view that amazing car on Sat-
urday, May 14th (a few days after our
monthly meeting and his invite). Also
in attendance that afternoon were mem-
bers of the Tucson Region of AACA.
Thank you, and welcome back, Bill!

At our Second-Wednesday gather-
ing at Maria Bonita’s restaurant last
month, I’m pleased to report that the
food service was back to its normal
quick turnaround.

We had many events to discuss at
the meeting, and our entertainment that
evening came from a comprehensive
slide show assembled by Dave Green
which reviewed the Midnight at the
Oasis car show in Yuma. Thanks, Dave!

Dave had also prepared yet another
slide show with images of the Pontiacs
from the recent B-O-P-C Show in
Mesa, but we will instead save that pre-
sentation for a future date.

Our chapter’s first Board Meeting
of 2022 also recently came together
with Dave, Eric, Dean and myself. Our
main discussion points involved poten-
tial club activities for later in the year,
including the possibility of bringing
back our big signature biennial event,
“All Pontiac & GMC Truck Day.”

With a positive nod towards pursu-
ing that goal as a club activity, I agreed

to pursue the necessary steps to obtain
permission for our use of the same mid-
town facility where we’ve previously
gathered adjacent to the Viscount Suite
Hotel. As of this writing, things are
looking good but still not 100% con-
firmed. Our likely date would be Satur-
day, Nov. 5th, so please save the date!

SIGHTS FROM BILL’S OPEN GARAGE TOUR: Some of the Arizona Chapter members seen at Bill Schoening’s Open Garage
event included (below, from left to right), Kevin Christiansen, Bill Hahn, Treasurer Eric Hahn, Whitney Lynch and Randy Willard.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

Please continue to support the hobby by staying active
and involved, even during the hot summer months. I look
forward to seeing many of you Saturday, June 11th during
our fun WideTrack Wakeup! This cars-and-coffee style
gathering at Don’s Hot Rod Shop offers a great way to show
your support for the hobby. We’ll have free donuts and cof-
fee for our members, beginning at 8:00am. Bring out your
favorite Pontiac or GMC regardless of the condition it is in!

Also, don’t forget the Swap Meet associated with this
one-time-only event. Please bring along any Pontiac/GMC
parts or memorabilia that you’d like to sell trade. Place any
small items on the ground or on a small table next to your
car. Larger items can be set up in the back parking lot.

Our good friend Rick Unterseh, founder of the Outlaw
Pontiac Racers West group, also expects to be there that
morning with his Pontiac-powered dragster. And, shop owner
Don Toia plans to have his gorgeous ’62 Catalina on display
there at 2811 N. Stone Ave.  See enclosed flyer for details.

GUEST SPEAKER ANNOUNCED FOR JUNE
Addressing our chapter this month will be Anthony

Orlowe from Revival Car Detail. His business pro-
vides expert mobile automotive detailing services
throughout the Tucson area. Look for him on Wednes-
day, June 8th at Maria Bonita Mexican Kitchen. Please
join us at there at 6pm for dinner in our regular meet-
ing space, 2708 E. Fort Lowell Road, between Coun-
try Club and Tucson Blvd. The meeting will be called
to order just after 7pm. See you there!

MORE SIGHTS FROM BILL’S OPEN GARAGE: The Pontiac
X-400 shows a wild array of functional gauges on the dashboard
(above, left), as designed by GM in late 1962. Visitors included
members Russ & Billie Steinebach (left), and Pontiac engine and
performance experts Paul Carter and Jeff Koerner, both of
whom have served as guest speakers at previous club meetings.



NEWS
FROM
POCI

POCI’s Constitution revisions need
membership ratification (this means
YOU!) for the proposed amendments to
be approved. Please take a few moments
to complete and return the official bal-
lot postcard (sample shown  above) that
was included inside the April edition of
your Smoke Signals. It must be post-
marked by the end of June. Thank you!

Don’t forget to take advantage of all
the wonderful benefits of membership
in POCI. This includes free classified
advertising (with an optional full-color
photo) for anything that you might want
to buy, sell or swap, plus access to a
multitude of Technical Advisors who
can assist you with specific areas of con-
cern related to your Pontiac, Oakland or
GMC Truck.

Did you see the neat six-page review
of our chapter’s “Cowboys & Injuns”
Mescal, Arizona event in the May edi-
tion of Smoke Signals? You’ll find that
story along with a photo of each of our
18 participating cars and trucks, plus a
group photo of everyone who attended,
beginning on page 60. (And yes, that is
Louis Adams’ brother Eddie on horse-
back (below, left) in the lead photo!)

GARAGE TOUR: Members and friends check the nine Buicks and single Oldsmobile inside Bill’s massive double-decker garage.





     

 For Sale                                       

    These ads will run for 2 months then be deleted so contact the editor before this deadline
Dave Green alpdavegre@msn.com 520-747-2901

Various Pontiac parts for sale. Contact Lou Alto 520-247-3989

1969-71 Grand Prix body parts, 1955 Pontiac parts. Contact Jack Johnson 602-576-6512

Various Pontiac GMC Truck parts for sale.  Contact Gerson Goldberg (aka GMGOLD) 
at gmgold@q.com for a current list.

WANTED: Set of Hurst T-Tops to fit my 1978 Trans Am. Tom Knecht (602)
708-6960 or email: t77transam@gmail.com

1965 Pontiac Grand Prix--mostly a restorable parts car. It has a non running 389 (unsure 
of date codes) missing the carb and radiator, missing hood hinges. I have not tried 
turning the motor over by hand. Has evidence of pack rat damage. Rust free floors, 
trunks quarters. Driver's fender has rust through on top leading edge near door. Full 
bucket seat w/console interior needing restoration but is all there. Complete set of 8 lug 
rims. Overall a nice solid car for the base of a restoration. Hagerty says #4 condition is 
valued at $7,500. $4,500 Open to offers.

1964 Pontiac Catalina 2+2--running and driving restorable rust free car. Believed to be 
an original Arizona car with mostly original  paint. First year of the 2+2 option. 389 
running well after resurrecting from long term storage/correct 2 bbl carburetor was 
sourced from Pontiac Heaven and rebuilt by CFIS. Transmission is a Type 10 Roto-
HydraMatic "Slim Jim" that shifts nicely from the 1-2 positions manually. "Drive" 
position seems sluggish and bogs the car down--this is the best I can describe it. Trans 
seems strong but would most likely benefit from adjustment by someone with 
knowledge about this type of transmission. It has had a fluid and filter change with the 
correct filter being sourced from Auto Trans, as this particular trans requires a specific 
filter. Originally an AC car and all parts are there. AC compressor was removed and the 
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lines sealed so that there would be easier access to remove the exhaust manifolds. The 
exhaust manifolds were restored by Western Drawn. I would not currently put the 
vehicle into daily use in its current condition. However, it has been gently driven around 
the neighborhood. The body does have its fair share of dents and dings, but presents as a
solid platform for concours restoration or as a "patina" driver. The interior is complete 
(with the exception of a few minor items) but will need a complete restoration. PHS is 
available. Hagerty says #4 condition is valued at $18,920 including a 10% add for 
factory air. $8,500 Open to offers.

1965 Pontiac 2+2--as far as I can tell, this car is an original Arizona car. It does have 
some negligible body rot in the lower fenders and quarters, as visible in the pictures, 
which is the extent of the rust in the car. This car originally came with a 421. 
Somewhere along the line, the 421 was replaced with a late-60s or early-70s Pontiac 
400. While this engine runs, it could stand some attention--it is not operating at its peak 
performance. This was never a concern for me, as I purchased a fully rebuilt-- date 
coded for December 1965--421 engine to go in it. This engine is available for purchase 
at an additional cost. The automatic transmission does leak fluid, but once topped up is 
functional. The brakes are functional as well but are leaking and need service. The car as
it is, with all fluids topped up, has been driven around the block a few times and can be 
lot driven. Perhaps with the attention that it deserves, the current setup can be made 
usable. The interior is missing the rear seat bottom cushion and the door cards. It will 
need a complete interior restoration. Basically the car will need a complete restoration. 
$7,000 Open to offers.
The above three cars are being sold by Keith Reynolds contact him at 
keithereynolds@gmail.com 
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